
Camp Near Sta f f o r d Court House March l 4 t h I863 

Dear Sister 
I take my pen to ansv/er your l e t t e r which I Reed, l a s t night. 

I t found me w e l l as usual, as I t r u s t t h i s w i l l f i n d you & yours. 
I got the Box the 6th t h i s month so i t would he j u s t as w e l l i f 
you hadn't sent the Receipt. The Boots are a f i r s t rate f i t and 
the Bread & Butter and apples & Fried cakes were f i r s t rate too. 
I am sorry to say a l l of the "goodies" except the Boots are demolished. 
The other boys that bunk withe me got a Box the same night that I did 
with dried f r u i t (Apples & Berries) dried Beef J e l l i e , Etc. so we are 
having a nice time. I would have to pay $10.00 f o r a pa i r of boots 
as good as these are here and they are worth a l l the Army shoes Uncle 
Sam has got I have been on Picket 3 days t h i s week. Yesterday we 
had an inspection. We are to have furloughs f o r I5 days 3 men out 
of 100 are e n t i t l e d to go at once but i t wont be my good luck to get 
one Our Capt. came back l a s t week. But i f I am to get discharged 
by the 23d of A p r i l I dont want one. How glad I am that those 
beligerant forces didn't charge on the Zouave f o r then we should not 
have known when the Peace would be declared. T e l l Judah that I think 
you are e n t i t l e d to a furlough t h i s spring, you have been i n the 
service long enough to have one and you have been a good soldier 
I w i l l have you promoted when I get home. I have been promoted 
since l a s t Jan. to Corporal. I am destined to suceed Gen F i t z Jon. 
Give my love to a l l 

John N. Porter 


